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Questions 
VMP team took questions at the event: 

Q. A question was asked about sustainability of the site, specifically related to lighting and solar 
energy. 

A. The nighttime rendering which was shown, includes 3-inch solar-powered lighting fixtures 
embedded in historic manhole covers. In addition, the site will incorporate storm water retention, 
irrigation and a method of treating water and slowly redirecting it into the site to save our 
neighbors to the south (Shaw) from potential flooding. Another aspect to sustainability will be an 
emphasis on reusing and recycling materials as much as possible. 

Q. Will the onsite pool be managed by the Department of Parks and Recreation? 

A. There isn’t an answer to that question yet.  DPR may not have the funds to manage the 
facility.  There is a thought towards building a private management team to provide funds, and 
coordinating with the city to run the facility. The process will be seamless, but there will be a 
higher level of service than what is normally provided by city services. 

Q. Where will the senior facilities be located? 

A. A wing of the apartment building will be devoted to senior housing.  This will be provided at 
50% – 60% of median income. Amenities for seniors will include social activities, meals, 
handicap accessibility, security, and enhanced services for those who are 55-75 years of age. 
 These services will not include medical care. 

Q. Will there be any public use of the reservoir? 

A. The reservoir is managed by the Federal government and the developers have no say or 
control over anything west of 1ST NW. 

Q.  What types of education regarding the history of the site will be available? 

A. Exhibits will be set up so you can use your cell phone (or an app) to take a 10-step walking 
tour. There is also some thought to using high-school students as docents to provide walking 
tours.  

Q. Regarding transportation, have the developers taken into consideration that the E-W route on 
Michigan Ave. and Monroe, and the  N-S route on N. Capital St are major commuter routes for 
people traveling in and out Maryland? 

A. The site provides plenty of options for commuters to travel around and through the site 
(including Metro if they continue to make improvements to service).  There are plans for an 80 
bus route, Metrobus Extra (express service), shuttle buses and taxis service.  However, there is 
no control over the amount of traffic coming into the city on those routes from the suburbs. 

Q. Any plans for bike commuters? 



A. Yes. There will be bike racks available for everyone. Underground parking garages will 
include bike racks for employees as well as showers. One item to make note of is that there will 
be no dedicated bike lane N. of Channing St. or S. of the Armed Forces Retirement Home.  The 
full transportation plan is available on the Envision McMillan website:  
http://envisionmcmillan.com/coalition-smarter-growth-highlights-transportation-study 

Q. Will there be guest parking for visitors? 

A. There will be plenty of parking for people who are visiting to shop or enjoy the park or 
facilities.  Residents will have garage parking, so their visitors can park outside. 

Q. How long will the project take? 

A. It will take a year to do the infrastructure, so the “golden shovel” moment is expected to be 
around the middle of 2015.  The developers build-out will begin in the middle of 2016, and in 
mid-2017 the grocery store will open. The medical buildings will come last. 

 


