
An open letter to:  
Mayor Adrian Fenty, Chairman Vincent Gray, Deputy Mayor Valerie Santos and Councilmembers 

 
As a representative of the neighborhood surrounding the former 
Bruce Monroe Elementary School site at 3012 Georgia Avenue, 
NW, I am writing in hopes that our elected and appointed lead-
ers will take ownership of the situation there and provide the 
solutions our community has lacked for years. 
 
The following is a summary of issues we face regarding the site: 
 
School community. Parents whose children now attend Bruce 
Monroe at Park View believe they were promised a new school 
at the Georgia Avenue site as part of the school consolidation 
process in 2008. Yet Facilities Director Allen Lew testified last 
week at a Council hearing that there is no budget for such a pro-
ject -- only approximately $21 million between Fiscal Years  
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WHO WE ARE 
 
We, the members of the Pleasant Plains Civic 
Association, along with our partners at the 
Emergence Community Arts Collective and Men-
toring Works 2, are forming the Pleasant Plains 
Neighborhood Network to work together with 
you, our neighbors, to build an active, vibrant, 
compassionate and prosperous neighborhood 
that we will all be proud of. If you would like to 
continue receiving this newsletter, call (202) 462-
2285 or email sylvia@ecacollective.org. 
 
Darren Jones, President of the Pleasant Plains 
Civic Association 

When I walk on Georgia Avenue past the massive piles of 
rubble at the former Bruce-Monroe Elementary School site 
I can’t help but feel sad. 
Fond memories of a nurtur-
ing school, an active recrea-
tion center, and a crowded 
playground are all I have 
left to remind me of what 
used to be there.  
 
My mother had nine kids 
from two generations attend 
school at Bruce-Monroe 
and one of its predecessor 
institutions, Monroe Ele-
mentary School. Monroe 
Elementary was combined 
with Bruce Elementary 
School in 1973 to form 
Bruce-Monroe Elementary. 
The new school served the neighborhood well. It brought 
kids from two communities together that formerly did not 
get along.  
 

We learned more than our ABC’s at the school. We also 
learned how to think fast by playing chess. We learned 

teamwork by playing base-
ball, basketball, and foot-
ball. But more importantly 
we learned that the bounda-
ries of our community could 
be extended by learning and 
playing with other kids who 
live more than a few blocks 
from us. The combined 
school opened up all of 
Georgia Avenue for us to 
walk and explore.  
 
It is my hope that a new 
Bruce-Monroe Elementary 
School is built at the soon-to
-be vacant site. The old 
school served us well 

by teaching our kids and bringing our community together. 
A new school can do the same thing.  
 

Darren (Ricky) Jones  
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2011 and 2018 to renovate Park View. The parents are un-
happy with the conditions at the Park View building, and it 
is not undergoing any substantial renovation. At the same 
time, in accordance with DCPS policy for elementary-
school students whose buildings are "under construction," 
the children receive bus service from the former Bruce 
Monroe site to Park View and back every day. The District 
Government needs to decide where these kids will go to 
school. 
 
Security. The former school site has not been secure for 
years. In fact, it is a danger to the surrounding area. As a 
school facility, the grounds were home to numerous violent 
incidents including homicides in 2006 and 2008. A shoot-
ing took place there less than a month ago. As recently as 
yesterday, any member of the public could simply walk 
right through a four-foot gap in the construction fence right 
next to a bus stop on Georgia Avenue. With utilities now 
disconnected from the site, it has even less lighting than 
before. 
 
Interim use planning and budget. Despite the fact that 
Bruce Monroe was slated for demolition two years ago, the 
community has suddenly faced a rushed and opaque proc-
ess for planning the site's interim use. Neighbors have seen 
exactly one drawing, not to scale, and made numerous sug-
gestions to be incorporated into the next draft. Yet we are 
now told we will not see a next draft. The date for the RFP 
to go out keeps changing, and nobody outside the District 
Government knows what exactly the District Government 
is soliciting to be built. There is no informa-
tion whatsoever about the interim use on 
Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning 
and Economic Development (DMPED) 
website. 
 
The budget for interim use was set at 
$500,000. We have no idea who in the Dis-
trict Government decided on this figure and 
why. It is inadequate to provide any kind of 
meaningful youth programming, which the 
site offered when it was a school and is still 
a dire community need. As DMPED men-
tioned at a meeting weeks ago, merely hav-
ing a robust fence around the entire site will 
eat up 40 percent of this budget.  
 
We have watched as our neighbors to the 
southeast in LeDroit Park have been af-
forded a meaningful, lengthy community 
input process and a budget of $1.5 million 
to develop an interim-use park at the former 
Gage-Eckington School, a site roughly the 
same size and age as the former Bruce Mon-
roe. Residents there have even had the op-

portunity to specify which type of trees they want. The 
demolition announcement for Gage last August already 
included the plans for a park. Just six days later, the demo-
lition announcement for Bruce Monroe said, "The District 
is preparing a solicitation that will seek proposals from de-
velopers for a mixed-use development. The solicitation will 
be issued within the next several weeks and bids will be 
due this fall." There was no reference to a school or an in-
terim use, and the solicitation, if issued, yielded no bids. 
 
Unclear schedule. Demolition has taken nine months and 
counting. Meanwhile, we have learned from published re-
ports that despite what the Deputy Mayor's office has told 
us in several meetings, the interim use for the site will not 
be ready for the end of the school year, and will likely last 
until 2018. 
 
Therefore, we are calling upon you to immediately do the 
following: 
 
1. Disclose the District Government's plans for the stu-

dent population of Bruce Monroe at Park View. Com-
mit to either rebuilding a school on the Georgia Ave-
nue site or a Phase One modernization of Park View, 
explain the reasoning for your decision, and provide 
the community with a realistic timetable and budget. 

2. Increase the budget for the interim use of the former 
Bruce Monroe site to $1.5 million, to achieve parity 
with the former Gage-Eckington site and provide ade-
quate educational and recreational programming for the 
community in light of the new, extended time horizon. 

(Bruce Monroe continued on page 4) 
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Mentoring Works 2: 
The Fashion Trends 

 
The spring and summer months allow us to put 
jeans and sweaters in the closet and infuse our 
wardrobes with brighter colors and lighter clothes. 
Luckily for those on a tighter budget this year, a 
lot of the 2010 spring and summer fashion trends 
we’re seeing on celebrities are repeats from season 
past. That’s good information to have before you 
start throwing out what you thought was irrelevant 
clothing in an impulsive spring cleaning attack. 
 
You must keep in mind that money doesn’t grow 
on trees. Celebrities like Lebron James or Jennifer 
Hudson are still wearing fashions from last year.  
Fashion trends are set by leading designers, inter-
nationally or regionally. Either way,  don’t just 
refer solely to them. You also need to see what 
people actually are wearing. Knowing that will put 
you in a better  position to plan your styling for 
the season - either outstanding or be part of the 
trend.  As always the creativity is in the street and 
the stores. Trends are also set by the forecasters. 
 
But a lot of the trends are made by our neighbor-
hood, political factors, the religious, environ-
mental, economic and societal influence on earth. 
But here in Washington DC,  the youth have a 
trend all their own.  The young men will wear 
things like printed t-shirts made by all the big 
names like Coogi, and Blac Label. They also wear 
fixed jeans that hang down. 
 
The ladies are wearing the same and a little more - 
like leggings and faded or bleached jeans. Sum-
mer is coming soon and the students are looking 
forward to it. So come out and check out the stu-
dents at Mentoring Works2 for some of the latest 
fashions.  They are starting to set the tone for the 
upcoming summer season.       
 

By John Cleveland  

Student Spotlight 
Tomisha Cooley 

 
Tomisha Cooley is a thirteen year old sixth 
grade student attending Hyde Leadership 
Public Charter School.  She is the oldest of 
three siblings. Tomisha is an active student 
at Mentoring Works2, and has been success-
ful in the Out-of-School -Time program. She 
has excelled and has very good math skills 
and a desire for better reading skills which 
she has been gaining through our journal 
writing module. She’s always willing to help 
her younger siblings with their assignments 
without instructions. Tomisha has expressed 
an interest in music, modeling, dancing, and 
crossword puzzles, and is very energetic 
when having to do things involving the com-
munity. She is also involved in civility and 
volunteerism in activities such as our Com-
munity Beautification Day. Tomisha’s en-
rollment in Mentoring Works2 has enabled 
her to receive most improved student 
awards, attendance awards and third place in 
the science fair. She has expressed her desire 
to be a doctor and is willing to go the extra 
mile to obtain her goal - being involved in 
something other than hanging in the streets.  
She has definitely earned our student spot-
light for the month of May. 

700 Columbia Rd.  NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Meetings 

  
Thursday May 6th at 7pm: Advisory Neighborhood Commis-
sion 1B monthly meeting at the Reeves Center – 2000 14th St. 
NW 2nd Floor. 
 
Wednesday May 5th at 7:00pm: Parkview United Neighbor-
hood Coalition meeting at the Parkview Recreation Center (693 
Otis Street NW, corner of Otis and Warder).  
  
Monday May 10th from 7-9pm: Meeting of the Georgia Ave. 
Community Development Task Force at the ECAC—733 Euclid 
St. NW.  All are welcome. 
 
 Wednesday May 12th from 7-9: Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 1A monthly meeting at Harriet Tubman ES—3101 
13th St. NW. 
 
Wednesday May 19th at 7pm: Police Service Area 304 meet-
ing at the Josephine Butler Parks Center - 2437 15th Street NW. 
 
Wednesday May 26th from 7-9pm: Meeting of the Georgia 
Ave. Community Development Task Force at the EL Haynes 
PCS—3600 Georgia Ave. NW 

  
Activities 

     
Tuesday May 25th at 6:30pm: Mentoring Works 2 Community 
Focus Group Meeting—2828 Georgia Avenue. 
    
Every Saturday from 5-6pm: Al-Anon Meeting at the 
ECAC—733 Euclid St. NW 
   
Every Thursday at 5:00pm: Community Outreach at Mentor-
ing Works 2—2828 Georgia Ave. NW 
  
Every Thursday from 7-8pm: Codependents Anonymous 
Meetings at the ECAC—733 Euclid St. NW. 
  
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7:00am: Beginning Tai Chi—
Morning classes at the ECAC—733 Euclid St. NW.  
 
Every Tuesday from 7-9pm: Ecolocity DC meets at the ECAC 
– 733 Euclid St. NW to discuss environmental issues. 

3. Provide updated, realistic timetables for the completion 
of demolition of the former Bruce Monroe school; the 
development of a new site plan; the issuance of an RFP; 
and the construction of the interim use. 

4. Provide meaningful opportunity for public comment on 
any proposed uses, designs, the RFP and the choice 
among contractor proposals. 

5. Develop a robust security plan, including lighting, fenc-
ing and patrols, to begin immediately and last through the 
end of the interim use period. Provide a draft of this plan 
to the community for comment, and make its terms part 
of the RFP process. 

 
In an August 10, 2009 press release, Mayor Fenty said of the 
Bruce Monroe site, “We are committed to bringing a new 
sense of vitality to Georgia Avenue. And this project is criti-
cal for doing just that.” The time has now come for our gov-
ernment to reiterate that commitment by taking decisive ac-
tion.  The members of our Civic Association are available to 
meet or discuss our concerns with you by phone or email at 
your pleasure. We hope you will recognize the importance of 
this site to our community and to all of Ward One, and take 
this opportunity to provide meaningful leadership moving 
forward during this election year and critical time for Georgia 
Avenue. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 Darren R. Jones, President 
 Pleasant Plains Civic Association 
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