
The Community Review of Georgia Avenue was a great success -  a milestone in grassroots community organizing 
around Georgia Avenue.  Over 100 people came out on Saturday August 7th  to participate in discussions and share 
views in this event sponsored by the Georgia Avenue Community Development Task Force.   The goal was to foster dia-
log around the issues that affect all residents and business owners to ensure we have a voice in the coming redevelop-
ment.  The Howard University School of Architecture was the perfect venue with multiple breakout rooms, long hall-
ways for visual displays of Georgia Avenue, and a large open lobby area for registration and lunch.  The Task Force 
Summer Interns worked for days on displays showing the entire 
Georgia Avenue panorama—marking the vacancies, and making 
recommendation for possible new uses.  Other displays showed 
environmental projects, survey results, the Georgia Avenue 
Pleasant Plains Heritage Trail, and Howard University proper-
ties.  Participants were encouraged to write their thoughts on the 
displays.   
 
The day began with multiple small group discussions on six top-
ics - Shopping, Getting Around, Environmental Issues, Enter-
tainment, Housing and Economic Development/Education /
Employment.  Lunch was provided by area businesses including 
Sankofa, LaBamba, Everlasting Life, Soul Vegetarian, G II Res-
taurant and Lounge, D&B Deli, Morgan’s Seafood, and Yes 
Gourmet.  Some saw this as the best part of the day, and after-
wards nothing was wasted.  In the afternoon the entire group 
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WHO WE ARE 
 
We, the members of the Pleasant Plains Civic 
Association, along with our partners at the 
Emergence Community Arts Collective and Men-
toring Works 2, are forming the Pleasant Plains 
Neighborhood Network to work together with 
you, our neighbors, to build an active, vibrant, 
compassionate and prosperous neighborhood 
that we will all be proud of. If you would like to 
continue receiving this newsletter, call (202) 462-
2285 or email sylvia@ecacollective.org. 
 
Darren Jones, President of the Pleasant Plains 
Civic Association 

 

The park at the site of the old Bruce Monroe School opened 
with little fanfare on July 29th, featuring two basketball 
courts, a tennis court, children’s playgrounds and walking 
paths.  Already the community 
has embraced the new park as 
diverse groups engage on a 
daily basis.  The opening com-
pleted Phase I of the interim 
construction of the park, with 
Phase II being a temporary 
educational facility, raised 
beds for gardening, and a 
farmers market.  $2 million 
was allocated for development 
of  the park, $1.5 million of 
which was secured by Council-
member Graham.   These 
funds also cover programming 
at the site.   

Despite the celebration of having a park over a parking lot, 
we are mindful that this is only an interim solution to a 
much bigger issue.  Rebuilding a school has been a long 

struggle for the Parents and 
Friends of Bruce Monroe.  
When Bruce-Monroe was 
added to the Mayor’s School 
Closing list over two years 
ago, parents and teachers 
rallied to save their school.  
The parent leaders of this 
beloved, highly successful 
neighborhood school that 
was meeting AYP, fully en-
rolled and had an active par-
ent base, successfully got 
Bruce Monroe off the clos-
ing list.  It was then closed 
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Bruce Monroe Parents protest RFP                          Photo by Faraji Whalen 
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with a promise that students would be returning to a new 
state-of-the-art school at their original site by fall 2011.  
Parents organized in good faith, meeting each week to stay 
informed about the city’s latest plans and promises, while 
simultaneously advocating for desperately needed im-
provements to their interim site, Park View, a 90+ year old 
building with serious plumbing and pest issues. 
 
As Bruce Monroe was being demolished and discussions 
began around interim use, it became clear that the city’s 
plans to rebuild a school on the site had diminished, and 
the parents organized once again around the demand for a 
new school.  On July 26th, the Deputy Mayor’s Office of 
Planning and Economic Development (DMPED) released a 
Request for Proposals (RFP) for development of the site as 
part of a public/private partnership.  Specifications for the 
new school were provided by the Bruce Monroe Parents 
and the 21st Century School Fund.  The results of the Geor-
gia Avenue Community Survey conducted by the Georgia 
Avenue Community Development Task Force were in-
cluded as well.  Unbeknownst to either group, however, the 

RFP required two proposals from developers – one for a 
new school combined with commercial use, and one for 
exclusive commercial use, with the proceeds being used to 
fund renovations at Parkview.  Friends and Parents of 
Bruce Monroe, feeling blindsided by the new proposal re-
quirements protested outside of the August 10th Pre-
Development meeting at GADGET chanting “Rebuild 
Bruce Monroe”.  The protests didn’t alter the agenda, how-
ever, and Andre Byers of DMPED presented to a full house 
of interested developers.  Developers expressed concerns 
that they were being asked to present options that should 
have already been decided by the city and the community.  
They also noted that there was no weighting to indicate 
how proposals would be judged, nor was there any data on 
the renovation costs needed for Park View.  These issues 
will present a challenge to developers who have until Octo-
ber 14th to respond, after which there is a decision process 
which includes extensive community review.  The develop-
ers were encouraged to engage the community groups dur-
ing the entire process.  Keep an eye on this newsletter for 
further updates.    
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gathered to hear summaries of the morning sessions and to 
continue the dialog on the topics.   
 
The following is a summary of the discussion in each area: 
 

Shopping  on Georgia Avenue 
Facilitator: AK Adams, GADGET Center 

 
 There were needs expressed for hardware stores, pet 

care, bicycle shops, and  fabric stores.  People would 

like to see more affordable retail . 
 Businesses face difficulties in red tape, higher property 

taxes, higher rents and higher prices to customers.  
There needs to be a business owner’s association to 
have a greater voice in policy making, and marketing so 
they can compete. 

 There is a gap between Howard University and the re-
tail community.  Safety and appearance of businesses 
are part of that.   

 
Entertainment  

Facilitator: Amber Soesbe, 9:30 Club 
 
 A recurring theme was having activities oriented to 

families – those under 21.  This can include bowling 
alleys, theaters, roller and ice skating rinks.  A focus on 
art and culture will bring people to the area. 

 Drink and food options are needed.  We need to find 
ways to break the walls down between business and the 
community.  More outside patio space can help. 

 Arts and cultural preservation are important in the com-
munity. 

 Entertainment establishments need to work with other 
businesses and churches in the area so they don’t inter-
fere with each other, and may in fact share facilities 

 A hotel in the area would boost the arts businesses. 
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Community Review breakout group   Photo by Ernest Quimby 
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Getting Around on Georgia Avenue 
Facilitator: William Jordan, Commissioner ANC 1A 

 
 Georgia Avenue is a major thoroughfare for cars and 

buses through the city to downtown.  We have to be 
creative in finding a way to integrate a thoroughfare cul-
ture and a destination & community culture. 

 Georgia Avenue needs to have a theme or a personality 
as other areas do.  What will people come here for? 

 If we do get people to pull over, where would they park? 
 Is the bus system an asset?  Do the stops and frequency 

meet the community’s needs? 
 Parks and gathering spaces will help. 
 The Circulator bus should service Georgia Avenue. 
 

Environmental Issues 
Facilitator: Larry Chang, Ecolocity DC 

 
Regarding the Bruce Monroe Park, the consensus was to 

come up with a project that would meet school and rec-
reational needs of the community. 

We should expand more green space on Georgia Avenue. 
Howard University should be engaged in environmental 

matters. 
Business owners on Georgia Avenue need to be educated 

on environmental matters which are not just good for the 
community but for their bottom line as well.   

Food security is high on the list of concerns.  More gro-
ceries, farmer’s markets, food buying clubs and CSAs are 
needed. 

Solar Coops, such as the one in Mt. Pleasant allows resi-
dents to pool their resources to install solar infrastructure 
and sell power back.  The available programs require citi-
zens getting together with their neighbors to do it. 

New building design has requirements for LEED certifi-
cation, but not all development is new design.  One idea 
is to get Howard University to take a typical rowhouse 
and apply green construction such as weatherization or 
solar as a demonstration of how a redesign can work. 

 
Economic Development/Education/Job Training 

Facilitator: Tom Dawes, DCCH 
 
 What assistance can be provided to the existing busi-

nesses so that they aren’t threatened by the half billion 
dollars in development that is coming here? 

 People who move to the area don’t understand its his-
tory.  In the 60s and 70s, Georgia Avenue was thriving.  
There was a sense of community and it was strong and 
productive.  This needs to happen again but the commu-

nity needs to be engaged in the Task Force, with the 
ANC, and the Councilmembers to see Georgia Avenue 
through the next 5-15 years. 

 Businesses need to be asked to come here.  If we want to 
see a certain type of business on Georgia Ave, we have 
to do outreach to them. 

 Marketing Georgia Avenue will require financing and 
resources.  We need a mass marketing strategy. 

 There is a job training model in Shaw – Pre Employ-
ment Preparation (PEP)  sponsored by the Washington 
Convention Center during its construction.  This could 
be implemented on Georgia Avenue 

 
Housing 

Facilitator: Clarence Pearson,  University of the District 
of Columbia 

 
 We need innovative solutions to the current housing 

model.  Affordable housing in DC is being abolished. 
 We have housing models here for veterans that need to 

be expanded to residences. 
 There are developers that build workforce housing but 

when the city awards contracts they go to market rate 
housing with an affordable set aside on 10-30%.  The 
affordable housing we’re losing isn’t keeping pace with 
what is needed. 

 Housing is a human right.  An economic driven housing 
model is a choice.  We have to be engaged and come up 
with a model that doesn’t leave anyone on the street. 

 
The Task Force meets every 2nd Monday and 4th Wednes-
day from 7-9pm.  Everyone is encouraged to participate in 
the next Task Force meeting which is Wednesday August 
25th from 7-9 at the Emergence Community Arts Collec-
tive at 733 Euclid St. NW.  Call (202) 263-2285 for more 
information or email Sylvia@ecacollective.org. 
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Participants study the many displays                               Photo by Ernest Quimby 



DANCE  
 TAI CHI  
  MOVIES  
   WORKSHOPS  
    CAPOEIRA  
   AFTER SCHOOL  
  GARDENING  
 KNITTING  
OPEN MIC 
 

THE EMERGENCE COMMUNITY  
ARTS COLLECTIVE 
733 Euclid St. NW 

www.ecacollective.org 
(202) 462-2285 

 
Rent space for your next event! 
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Meetings 
  
Wednesday August 25th from 7-9pm: Meeting of the Georgia 
Ave. Community Development Task Force at the ECAC—733 
Euclid St. NW.  All are welcome. 
 
Wednesday September 1st at 7:00pm: Parkview United 
Neighborhood Coalition meeting at the Parkview Recreation 
Center (693 Otis Street NW, corner of Otis and Warder).  
 
Thursday September 2nd at 7pm: Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 1B monthly meeting at the Reeves Center – 2000 
14th St. NW 2nd Floor. 
 
Wednesday September 8th at 7pm: Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 1A monthly meeting at the Harriet Tubman Ele-
mentary School—3101 13th St. NW 
 
Saturday September 11th at 12pm: The Pleasant Plains Civic 
Association meets at Banneker Recreation Center—2500 Geor-
gia Ave. NW 
  
Monday September 13th  from 7-9pm: Meeting of the Geor-
gia Ave. Community Development Task Force  All are wel-
come. 
 
Monday September 13th from 7-8pm: ANC 1B11 Monthly 

Meeting—Kelly Miller Senior Building 
 
Saturday September 18th from 11-1: ANC 1B11 Empower-
ment Project—LeDroit Senior Building 2125 4th St. NW 
(basement) 
  

Activities 
   
Every Saturday from 5-6pm: Al-Anon Meeting at the 
ECAC—733 Euclid St. NW 
   
Every Thursday from 7-8pm: Codependents Anonymous 
Meetings at the ECAC—733 Euclid St. NW. 
  
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7:00am: Beginning Tai Chi—
Morning classes at the ECAC—733 Euclid St. NW.  
 
Every 1st and 3rd Tuesday from 7-9pm: Ecolocity DC meets 
at the ECAC – 733 Euclid St. NW to discuss environmental is-
sues. 
 
Thursdays through September 2nd at 6:30pm: The ABCs of 
Afro Brazil—Exposing the Open Sore of the Racial Paradise.  
Workshops and discussions at Sankofa Video and Books—2714 
Georgia Ave. NW 
 
Weekly until September 3rd: Restart Education Summer Camp 
at the ECAC—733 Euclid St. NW 

UPCOMING EVENTS 


