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YOUR FEEDBACK IS REQUESTED 
 
The Georgia Avenue Community Development Task Force is 

a community group that formed in December 2009 in response to 

the redevelopment of Georgia Avenue from New Hampshire 

Avenue to S Street.  Our goal is to ensure the community is in-

formed and has a strong voice in this process.  The following 

major projects are planned for the stretch of Georgia Avenue 

between New Hampshire and S St: 
  

7th and S: The Progression Project over the Shaw Metro and 

will extend north for most of the block.  The United Negro 

College fund will be the primary tenant. It will contain 94,000 

SF of office space and 180 – 200 residential rental units. 

7th and T: The Howard Theater reconstruction is planned to 

complete by 2011. 

7th and V: The Howard Town Center project with 440 apart-

ment units, a Fresh Grocer and other retail. 

Georgia and Barry: Restructuring of the Wonder Plaza facil-

ity with uses that will benefit students and the community. 

Georgia and Hobart: 2910 Georgia Avenue, will become a 5 

story plus, 22 unit, market rate condominium project. 

Georgia and Columbia: The old Bruce Monroe School is 

now a temporary park.  An RFP was released for long term 

use as a school combined with other uses. 

Georgia and Lamont: The Heights -  69 sustainable, mixed-

use affordable (at 60% to 80% AMI),  rental housing develop-

ment with 10,000 SF of ground floor retail. 

Georgia and Newton: The Park Morton Redevelopment on 

Georgia Avenue, consisting of 83 affordable apartment units 

in a 7 story building. 
  
The following recommendations are the result of meetings, sur-

veys and a community review held by the Georgia Avenue Com-

munity Development Task Force between January and August 

2010.  The GACDTF meets on the second Monday and fourth 

Wednesday of the month from 7-9pm.  All stakeholders are wel-

come to join.  Contact Sylvia Robinson at (202) 462-2285 or Syl-

via@ecacollective.org.  You can also visit our archive at http://

sites.google.com/site/pleasantplainsdc/task-force  

For your convenience, use this sheet for your comments, tear 

off and mail or drop it at one of the locations on the back 

page.   
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ment opportunities for developers, small businesses and en-

trepreneurs. 

2. Identify major sources of funds for infrastructure and the 

marketing of existing businesses and potential new businesses 

which are seeking to come to the corridor. 

3. Create a theme or personality for the Georgia Avenue corri-

dor centered on African American history, art and cultural 

preservation and green living / technology in DC. 

4. Promote tourism in the area by establishing walking and bus 

tours that take advantage of the Georgia Avenue/Pleasant 

Plains Heritage Trail, Howard Theater, Howard University and 

other historical sites. 

5. Advertise financial incentives (e.g., HUB zones, tax incre-

mental financing) for businesses. 
 

G. Environmental 
 
1. Establish Georgia Avenue as a destination for green pro-

grams in DC, for example: 

a. Partner to create energy efficient model homes based on 

typical older townhouses 

b. Create application of LEED specification for use in reno-

vation of typical older DC homes 

c. Local production of bio-fuels from organic matter and ma-

terials. 

2. Establish communal programs to assist residents and busi-

nesses to be more green, for example: 

a. Composting programs, for individual residences and busi-

nesses. 

b. Partnerships to promote and provide widespread use of 

communal solar power. 

c. Replacement of oil furnaces with more efficient, less fossil 

based (bio-fuels). 

d. Promote solar hot water heaters for new construction and 

renovations. 

e. Promote water conservation and efficiency 

       f. Promote reduction in use of trash producing products and 

services.  

The Georgia Avenue Community Development Task Force – 

Draft Recommendations 10/18/10 

A. Retail and Small Business Development 

1. Development of new businesses such as: 

 a. A variety of restaurants including outdoor patio space. 

 b. Fresh groceries (affordable grocery stores, markets, 

wholesale clubs, CSAs, food coops, etc.) 

 c. An improved commercial mix including: hardware 

stores, pet care stores, bicycle shops, fabric stores, afford-

able retail, a hotel, book stores, clothing stores, and family 

oriented activities such as bowling alleys, movie theaters, 

skating rinks, festivals, etc. 

2. Help current businesses be competitive as the neighborhood 

changes. For example, the GADGET Center and other groups 

should provide training in online marketing literacy, financial 

literacy, and education about zoning and licensing laws.  Pro-

vide support, both financial (e.g., government loans, grants) 

and infrastructure (e.g., new lighting, bus stops, curb cuts). 

3. Coordination between the Georgia Avenue Community Devel-

opment Task Force and community anchors such as Howard 

University to identify opportunities in the area of housing 

and retail.  For example: 

a. Review the Howard University Campus Master Plan for 

opportunities for Howard to incorporate both student and 

community needs in housing and retail development (e.g., 

HU Tech Plaza).   

b. Howard University and the Task Force should identify 

building and environmental projects that would meet 

Howard’s academic needs and provide community ser-

vice. 

c. Encourage a partnership between HU Students and the 

businesses to exchange services (e.g., cleanup, snow re-

moval, marketing, tech support) for business coupons / 

currency. 

4. Encourage/facilitate the creation of a business association, 

development corporation, or Business Improvement Dis-



trict. Encourage a better connection between the businesses 

and resident groups. 

5. Identify vacant land parcels and vacant buildings between 

these development sites and provide economic development 

incentives (e.g., tax credits) for mixed use development. 

6. Create an architectural personality through façade improve-

ment.  

7. Ensure that development planning considers the needs of the 

youth, including both facilities (e.g., community centers, bowl-

ing alleys, theaters and entertainment venues that are family and 

youth oriented) and programs (e.g., sports leagues, gardening 

projects, life skills and entrepreneurship). 

8. Major projects should complement existing businesses rather 

than driving them out. 

B. Streetscape & Transportation 

1. Streetscape should include wider sidewalks, additional green 

spaces and other recreational or social gathering spaces, and 

should also address safety issues (e.g., lighting for safer night-

life).  

2. Streetscape and Transportation should support retail by: 

a. Extending either the Shaw Circulator or the Adams 

Morgan Circulator (or both) to serve Georgia Avenue. 

b. Partnerships with Howard University and the Wash-

ington Hospital Center, which both run private shuttles. 

c. Urging the city to invest in Georgia Avenue as a Model 

Green Corridor with, for example, electric car charging 

stations, biofuel stations and other green enabling tech-

nologies. 

d. Installing bike / car sharing stations along GA Ave. 

3. Fully restore and expand funding for a Great Streets Pro-

gram, as well as bonding and other programs.  

4. Create a visual gateway when they are entering or leaving the 

area (e.g., murals, banners, or signs). 

C. Housing  

1. Develop housing that serves the current population at all in-

come levels (i.e., Affordable, Workforce, Market Rate) and a 

mix of renters and owners.  Needs along the corridor may 

vary.  Investigate housing trends and models to determine 

consensus within the community on what is desirable or lack-

ing. 

2. New housing units should support the needs of small families 

in addition to other households.  

D. Public Space 

1. Expand more green space (parks, etc.) and civic space for 

recreational and other activities.  Planting more trees, espe-

cially fruit trees (apple, pear, peach, cherry) should be consid-

ered. 

2. Encourage the city to rebuild a public school at the Bruce 

Monroe site that includes a community-accessible recrea-

tion / park area. 

3. Program the public space with regular community and arts/

cultural events. 

4. Prioritize park/green space, libraries, schools and youth rec-

reation.  

E. Employment 

1. The Pre Employment Preparation job training model in 

Shaw should be replicated for upcoming Georgia Avenue pro-

jects to achieve similar employment and training success.  This 

program was sponsored by the Washington Convention Center 

during its construction, and now utilizes this concept on the O 

St. Market development, convention center hotel development 

and Center City on 9th St. 

F. Marketing 

1. Develop targeted marketing strategies and plans to promote 

the history of the corridor and the identification of develop-


