
Plans for the new community garden at Bruce Monroe Park are starting to take shape.  The Columbia Heights/
Shaw Family Support Collaborative has provided funds for the garden, enlisting the help of Ecolocity DC to 
provide expertise and organizational assistance.  The community identified several priorities for the garden: 
 
 Community resident garden plots (raised beds) 
 Kids and youth gardening programs/facilities 
 Gardening skills workshops and teaching/community 

space 
 Composting facilities for household and garden waste 
 Tool shed for garden equipment 
 Rainwater harvesting, if possible 
 
A garden design meeting on Sept. 21 resulted in a design 
concept for the space.  The draft design will be circulated 
to the community when it is completed.  The Dept. of 
Parks and Recreation must approve the design before con-

                                                                                            (Garden continued on page 5) 
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WHO WE ARE 
 
We, the members of the Pleasant Plains Civic 
Association, along with our partners at the 
Emergence Community Arts Collective and Men-
toring Works 2, are forming the Pleasant Plains 
Neighborhood Network to work together with 
you, our neighbors, to build an active, vibrant, 
compassionate and prosperous neighborhood 
that we will all be proud of. If you would like to 
continue receiving this newsletter, call (202) 462-
2285 or email sylvia@ecacollective.org. 
 
Darren Jones, President of the Pleasant Plains 
Civic Association 

In September 2010, the Georgia Avenue Community 
Development Task Force presented four questions re-
lated specifically to Georgia Avenue to the candidates 
in the September 14 primary elections.  The responses 
to the first of the four questions from Mayor-Elect Vin-
cent Gray, Council Chair–Elect Kwame Brown and 
Ward 1 Democratic candidate Jim Graham are pre-
sented in this issue. 
 
Question 1: It will be necessary to stimulate growth 
and development along Georgia Avenue while meet-
ing the needs of current residents at all economic 
levels.   Should you be elected, what legislative and 
other actions will you commit to within your first 60 
days of taking office to address affordable housing, 
neighborhood serving retail, and job creation? 
 

Mayor-Elect Vincent Gray: 
I would direct the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Eco-
nomic Development and the Director of the Office of 
Planning to ensure that the District government is taking 

the actions necessary to implement  previous Council-
adopted revitalization plans for Georgia Avenue which 
call for mixed-use and mixed-income development, in-
cluding the Upper Georgia Avenue Area Land Develop-
ment Plan which I shepherded through the Council in 
July 2008, and the Georgia Avenue-Petworth Metro 
Station Area and Corridor Plan which I supported in 
June 2006.   I also would ensure that the future redevel-
opment of the 67-acre Walter Reed site meets the needs 
of residents and small businesses along Georgia Ave-
nue.   Affordable housing and small, minority and local 
business development must be part of the project at 
Walter Reed and all projects involving public land or 
public subsidy.  I would review the assignment of de-
velopment dollars to identify resources for other devel-
opment projects on Georgia Avenue.   
 
In addition, any plan for Georgia Avenue must include 
clean-up and beautification of the streetscape, public 

(Questions continued on page 2) 
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realm and storefronts in order to be attractive for retail de-
velopment and to customers.  In order to enhance the attrac-
tiveness of Georgia Avenue, I would consider legislation that 
would fine property owners for failing to maintain the up-
keep and appearance of their property.  The additional devel-
opment and retail businesses along Georgia Avenue will cre-
ate new job opportunities.  
 

Council Chair-Elect Kwame Brown: 
Lack of affordable housing, neighborhood retail and living-
wage jobs are real problems that continue to impact residents 
and businesses along the Georgia Avenue Corridor. To put it 
into perspective, approximately 40 percent of District house-
holds spend more than 30 percent of their income on hous-
ing, District residents spend over $1 billion a year at stores 
in Maryland and Virginia and the District’s unemployment 
rate is higher than the national average, with some areas of 
the city reaching 20% to 30 % unemployment. To address 
these challenges I will:  
 
 Ensure that there is a comprehensive economic develop-

ment strategy for the city that includes neighborhood 
development, attracting and retaining businesses in the 
District, and creating job opportunities for District resi-
dents; 

 Work with my colleagues to find a stable source of fund-
ing for the Housing Production Trust Fund; 
 Ensure that the District’s policies are friendly and beneficial to our local small business community; 
 Make certain that the TIF allocated to the 7th Street/Georgia Avenue and Petworth Retail Priority Areas are 

leveraged to attract new retail to the corridor; 
 Increase access to career and technical education programs; and 
 Create a stand-alone workforce and training facility in order to triple the number of residents trained annually. 
 

Ward 1 Democratic Candidate Jim Graham: 
Georgia Avenue development is certainly not stalled today. Under my leadership and working with others, Georgia 
Avenue has been on the move. These achievements include providing more bus service during rush hour on the 
Georgia Avenue Express Bus (#79) and facilitating the interim recreation space at the Old Bruce Monroe School, a 
new CVS Drugstore at New Hampshire and Georgia Avenue and a new Senior Wellness Center at Newton and 
Georgia Avenue.  I also authored the New Communities development at Park Morton. Additionally, I helped to im-
plement streetscape and façade improvements on Georgia Avenue, bringing new lighting, new paving, and restored 
storefronts to Georgia Avenue.  
 
Going forward, I will jumpstart the Park Morton New Communities project.  It involves the replacement of 174 
public housing units matched by additional units to create a mixed-income community. It will also identify off-site 
opportunities for replacement public housing units as identified in the plan and allow all 159 Park Morton public 
housing families currently living at the development to return to the revitalized neighborhood. Supportive family 
services will be critical to the success of the redevelopment. The redevelopment will also include retail and com-
merce along Georgia Avenue. 
 
The Georgia Avenue Community Development Task Force meets every second Monday and fourth Wednesday 
of the month from 7-9pm.  For meeting locations or to be added to the mailing list, call Sylvia Robinson at (202) 
462-2285 or email Sylvia@ecacollective.org  

(Questions continued from page 1) 
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641 S St. NW 
The old Hostess factory located behind the Howard Theatre and the Shaw/Howard University Metro station 
was originally to be renovated for offices and retail.  The current thought for the historic factory, said Douglas 
Development’s Paul Millstein at the Shaw Development Forum, is to turn it into roughly 80 small leased apart-
ments–between 500 and 700 square feet each, leasing at market rates–using a similar design to the one drawn 
up for the office/retail concept. They’re talking to some investors, looking to get the financing nailed down 
before saying much more. Source: The Washington City Paper 9/24/10 
 

Florida Avenue Between 7th & 9th  
District developer LaKritz Adler has submitted a proposal to purchase Metro-owned property on Florida Ave-
nue in Northwest D.C. and develop it into a conference center and hotel serving Howard University, prompting 
the transit agency to begin seeking competing bids for the property.   Metro began advertising a request for 
bidders Sept. 8 with a deadline for responses of Oct. 22.  The property includes three vacant parcels totaling 
about 28,000 square feet on the south side of Florida Avenue between 9th and 7th streets NW, in the U Street 
corridor. Under a plan by LaKritz Adler, they would be developed into a 180,000-square-foot hotel and confer-
ence facility aimed at serving Howard University, as well as a 100,000-square-foot mixed-use office and retail 
building.  Source: Washington Post 9/13/10 
 

The Shaw Metro Station @ 7th and S 
A presentation on “Progression Place” formerly Broad-
cast One was made to the ANC 1B Design Committee 
last Tuesday by the developer 4 Points.  This develop-
ment is on top of the Shaw Metro station at 7th and S 
and will take up almost the entire block.  In addition to 
offices for the United Negro College Fund, they are 
planning 205 apartments (25% will be affordable), 194 
underground parking spaces, with 100 spaces available 
for evening/weekend use by the Howard Theater, and  9 
retail spaces, 2 of which will be affordable.  There is a 
two year construction timeline.  Work will begin in one 
month.  They are working with Enterprise Staffing Solu-
tion, Youth Build and Jubilee Jobs on employment op-
portunities.   
 

The Howard Theater – 6th and T 
The Howard Theater which has been falling apart from 
the inside after decades of disuse, broke ground on Sep-
tember 2nd.  The new Howard Theatre is slated to reopen 
in November 2011 as part of continuing revitalization 
efforts to the U Street corridor — one of Washington's 
liveliest entertainment sections. The plaza in front of the 
theater will be graced by a stainless steel rendering of 
Duke Ellington and his piano, the keys of which will 
swoosh upwards into a clef standing 20 feet high. 

DANCE  
 TAI CHI  
  MOVIES  
   WORKSHOPS  
    CAPOEIRA  
   AFTER SCHOOL  
  GARDENING  
 KNITTING  
OPEN MIC 
 

THE EMERGENCE COMMUNITY  
ARTS COLLECTIVE 

733 Euclid St. NW 
www.ecacollective.org 

(202) 462-2285 
 

Rent space for your next event! 
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Fashion Trends: 
Youth Fashion All Over The World 

 
The growth of the industry impacts fashion 
in the English and American cultures.  Youth 
fashion all over the world is in one way or 
another the same. I say this because young 
people are particular and have always come 
up with ways to shock their parents, with 
their clothing or by decorating their bodies in 
some very inventive ways. Let’s use Wash-
ington, DC, Beijing, and California as exam-
ples.  All different climates - one place is hot 
and one is cold at times -  nevertheless the 
trend these youth tend to share is wearing of 
the Ugg boots, and the very short-shorts.  
You might even seen them wearing this app 
early in the winter.  At least in Washington, 
DC they have been known to wear tights un-
der them and again with the Ugg boots. 
 
What about our young men? 
 
The thing you see more than ever before on 
boys are skinny jeans or tight jeans. Can you 
believe it? At one time they were falling off. 
We had to say “Pull your pants up” or “You 
need a belt on”.  Now we say “Are they your 
size?” or “Can you even walk?” I haven’t 
figured out yet why they wear these skinny 
jeans. Maybe it is an emo Rock thing.  Some 
say it looks better then the jeans falling off 
their hips.  Nevertheless it looks like the 
youth are pulling these fashion trends off, 
and I might say, doing it well.  You must ad-
mit it’s very creative.  

What’s Happening at  
Mentoring Works 2? 

 
Literacy: 
Mentoring Works2, Inc. is turning the page on liter-
acy.  Our students are privileged to have this much 
needed program. The Verizon Foundation will be 
supporting our efforts in tutoring our youth and get-
ting them back up to their grade level in reading, 
spelling and writing.  We have trained mentors and 
reliable volunteers that sit one on one with youth 
from 7-12th grades who have difficulty in reading. 
We also have tutors that help with two hours of in-
struction going through phonics, phonemics, aware-
ness, comprehension, and fluency. We are identify-
ing the challenges our youth are facing and focus-
ing on improving those outcomes. 
 
Nutrition: 
Our nutrition program will teach healthy eating 
habits for our youth.  There is an epidemic with 
child obesity, and youth inactivity is an ongoing 
concern.   Mentoring Works2 wants to make sure 
our youth develop healthy eating habits and enjoy 
healthy and active lives in the District of Columbia 
and the surrounding areas. Howard University Hos-
pital will be helping to address this serious crisis by 
providing a health nutrition program for our youth.  
 
Physical Health: 
Over the past few months, Mentoring Works2 Inc. 
has been moving forward with a vision that will 
focus on the Physical Health of our youth. Our stu-
dents will participate in several different exercises - 
walking, jogging, swimming, active basketball, and 
football.  The community is welcome to join us.  

Volunteers Make A Difference! 
Our community’s youth gain so much with the help of adult role models.  Join us at Mentoring Works 2 to 

continue to inspire our youth. 
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The Mentoring Works2 Community Center is a 501 
(c)(3) nonprofit corporation which provides the kids 
of our community a safe and nurturing environment. 
Started in June 2006, MW2 is dedicated to transform-
ing the lives of at-risk youth through mentorship, tu-
toring and training. The center targets youth through 
group and one-on-one interactions with dedicated 
mentors and role-models. 
 
Located at Georgia Avenue and Harvard Street NW, 
Mentoring Works2 works with kids from our commu-
nity each day from 3:30 PM to 8:00 PM. Its tutors and 
volunteers help kids with their homework, listen to 
their concerns, and take them on field trips. The kids 
who use the center attend several different schools 
including Bell, Cardozo and Dunbar high schools, 
Garnett Patterson and Lincoln Middle schools, as well 
as various public charter schools. 
 
Since Mentoring Works2 began working with kids in 
our community youth violence has gone way down. 

We no longer see the daily muggings and shootings 
that used to plague our neighborhood. That is because 
MW2 has identified the kids who need services most, 
and has worked with DC social services agencies to 
get assistance for them and their families. 
 
Mentoring Works2 needs financial support from 
organizations and individuals to continue its work. 
Money is needed to fund the center’s computer lab, 
for field trips, and for meals and snacks for the kids. 
We ask you to support MW2 by giving generously. 
Because MW2 is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization, 
your contributions are tax deductible. 
 
Please help us to continue to provide needed services 
to the kids of our community. We invite you to visit 
the center at 2828 Georgia Avenue to speak with the 
kids and with our staff, and to see the programs we 
offer to the community.  You can also visit 
www.mentoringworks2.org or call 202-232-4669. 

Support the Work of Mentoring Works 2 

struction can begin.  Available funding 
will cover the costs of the first phase of 
development, and some residents have 
offered to help raise additional funds to 
build the remaining portions of the gar-
den and pay for teaching programs. 
 
Want to get involved?  Volunteer to help 
build the garden.  Or help with our com-
munity survey.  Everyone is welcome to 
participate!  Join the discussion at 
groups.google.com/group/bruce-monroe-
park-community-garden or call (202) 462
-2285 to be included on the list.  Read 
about future events in this newsletter.   
 
Planning for the garden is being led by 
Ecolocity, a community organization 
working to build solutions to the joint 
problems of peak oil (increasing energy 
costs) and global climate change.  Urban 
food production is a priority focus.  Find 
out more at www.ecolocity.org.  

By: Steve Seuser, Ecolocity DC 

(Garden continued from page 1) 

Preliminary sketch of the Bruce Monroe Community Garden 



After a long break, the Georgia Avenue/Pleasant 
Plains Heritage Trail is moving forward again, work-
ing towards a  spring launch.  The Georgia Ave./
Pleasant Plains Heritage Trail project was a gather-
ing of the community in partnership with Cultural 
Tourism DC to preserve the history of the Pleasant 
Plains neighborhood, focusing on Georgia Ave.  be-
tween the Shaw and the Petworth Metro Stations.  
 
A Heritage Trail is a self guided walking trail based 
on a set of signs installed in public spaces forming a 
walkable route.  The signs lead visitors through a 
neighborhood along a route that can be walked in 90-
120 minutes, a distance of typically two miles.  A 
trail comes with two summary booklets, one in Eng-
lish and one in Spanish, intended for free distribution    

by businesses and institutions along the route.  
 
The GAPP Heritage Trail was initiated in 2007.  A community working group was established and met 
monthly for over a year using data gathered from experi-
ence, interviews, newspapers, and photos to draft the trail 
points and markers. In the interest of creating a more per-
manent neighborhood archive, the Emergence Community 
Arts Collective received funds from the Neighborhood 
Investment Fund to conduct interviews of elders in the 
community and preserve them in a way that can be used in 
a larger project to make residents more aware of the 
neighborhood history.  Approximately 12 interviews were 
conducted, with each one adding a new perspective and 
dimension to the story of this community’s growth. 
 
The later phases of the project are conducted and funded 
by Cultural Tourism DC, who hires a historian to build on 
the research and write the narratives for the markers, de-
sign the sign panels, install the markers and produce the 
booklets. The community reviews their work as they hit 
milestones.  A photo layout was reviewed by the commu-
nity at the ECAC in May 2010. 
 
A stop work order due to contracting problems sidelined 
Cultural Tourism DC staff for the summer, but they are 
happy to report that they have been given a “Notice To 
Proceed” to resume work on all of the Heritage Trails. 
A working group meeting will be set up in a few weeks to 
discuss how the trail has evolved.  If you are interested in 
joining the review effort, please contact Sylvia Robinson 
at (202) 462-2285 or Sylvia@ecacollective.org.  
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The GAPP Heritage Trail—Back On Track 

Patrick Nelson reviews the heritage photos at the ECAC 
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Special Event?  
Call for Reservation 

       G II  
Restaurant & Lounge 
2632 Georgia Ave. NW  (202) 299-1188 
            gtwoloungedc@gmail.com 
           Mon-Fri 11am-2am; Sat & Sun 12pm-2am   
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Registration Open at the Senior Wellness Center 
The Ward One Senior Wellness Center at 3531 Georgia Avenue finally opened after nine years of false starts 
and waiting.   It is now open for District residents, 60 years of age or older, to register from Monday—Friday, 
9:30 am —12 pm.  For more information call: 202-727-0338 or call the DC Office on Aging at 202-724-5626 
The Center’s full range of services are scheduled to be online by the beginning of October. 

Senior Wellness Centers promote healthy lifestyles among the District’s elderly population by developing, ex-
panding, and strengthening health promotion initiatives in nutrition, medications and physical fitness. The cen-
ter is designed to add years to the lives of seniors as well as life to their years.  Some of the building features 
will include: 
 
 Nutrition Counseling and Teaching Classrooms 
 Intake Room 
 Health Education Seminar Room 
 Exercise and Fitness Area 
 Massage Room 
 Computer Training Center 
 Multipurpose rooms for health, wellness and social ac-

tivities 
 Roof top terrace with trail path trial 
 
Article and photo from the Parkview UNC Blog:  
http://parkviewdc.wordpress.com/ 

Meetings 
  
Tuesday September 28 at 6:30: Community Focus Group at 
Mentoring Works 2—2828 Georgia Avenue  
 
Wednesday October 6th at 7:00pm: Parkview United 
Neighborhood Coalition meeting at the Parkview Recreation 
Center (693 Otis Street NW, corner of Otis and Warder).  
 
Thursday October 7th at 7pm: Advisory Neighborhood Com-
mission 1B monthly meeting at the Reeves Center – 2000 14th 
St. NW 2nd Floor. 
 
Wednesday October 13th at 7pm: Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 1A monthly meeting at the Harriet Tubman Ele-
mentary School—3101 13th St. NW 
 
Saturday October 9th at 12pm: The Pleasant Plains Civic As-
sociation meets at Banneker Recreation Center—2500 Georgia 
Ave. NW 
 
Monday October 11th from 7-9pm: Meeting of the Georgia 
Ave. Community Development Task Force  
 
Monday October 12th  from 7-8pm: ANC 1B11 Monthly 
Meeting—Kelly Miller Senior Building 
 
 Saturday October 16th from 11-1: ANC 1B11 Empowerment 
Project—LeDroit Senior Building 2125 4th St. NW (basement) 
 

Wednesday October 27th from 7-9pm: Meeting of the Geor-
gia Ave. Community Development Task Force  All are wel-
come. 
  

Activities 
   
Thursday September 30th  - Civility at Mentoring Works 2—
2828 Georgia Avenue NW 
 
Saturday October 9th: Community Beautification with Men-
toring Works2. Meet at 2828Georgia Avenue NW 
 
Friday October 29th : Hurray! It’s a party—Halloween party - 
at 2828 Georgia Avenue NW 
 
Every Saturday from 5-6pm: Al-Anon Meeting at the 
ECAC—733 Euclid St. NW 
   
Every Thursday from 7-8pm: Codependents Anonymous 
Meetings at the ECAC—733 Euclid St. NW. 
  
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7:00am: Beginning Tai Chi—
Morning classes at the ECAC—733 Euclid St. NW.  
 
Sundays from 10:30-12:00: Beginning Tai Chi at the ECAC—
733 Euclid St. NW 
 
Every 1st and 3rd Tuesday from 7-9pm: Ecolocity DC meets 
at the ECAC – 733 Euclid St. NW to discuss environmental is-
sues. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 


