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I. Committee Charge and Overview 

On June 8, 2011, residents of the 400, 500, and 600 blocks of Irving Street, NW, came before the 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 1A (ANC 1A) seeking support to replace a neighborhood 

gateway sign currently located on public space on the southeast corner of Irving Street and 

Georgia Avenue, NW. The existing sign dates to ca. 2006 and has clearly seen better days. It is 

made of wood which has not held up over the years and is no longer considered an amenity by 

the community. Residents desire to replace the current sign with a more durable iron version that 

will better withstand the elements.  

 

The current sign contains the neighborhood names of “Columbia Heights,” “Parkview,” [SIC] 

and “Pleasant Plains.” According to resident Tommy Duren, it was erected to replace an earlier 

sign that had the same names on it and a smaller sign below it with text similar to: This grove 

dedicated to Van McCoy by Earl & Marion Douglas and the neighbors.” The earlier sign ceased 

to be on the site sometime in the late 1970s or early 1980s.  

 

The present sign was erected during a period when oversight over public space in much of the 

city was lax and its creation and installation went through no known official process. This is no 

longer the case. For a new sign to be installed on public space the District Department of 

Transportation (DDOT) requires the applicants to obtain a Public Space Permit, which further 

requires approval from ANC 1A.  

 

Neighborhood gateway signs are relatively uncommon in the District of Columbia. In reviewing 

existing gateway signs, three things were discovered: 

 

1.  With the exception of the sign at Irving Street and Georgia Avenue, all other 

neighborhood gateway signs in the District identify with one and only one 

neighborhood;  

2. Neighborhood gateway signs are gaining in popularity among District residents and are 

on the increase. The new gateway signs for Brookland and Glover Park are examples of 

successful new signs; and, 

3. While the District has long declined to give guidance on neighborhood boundary issues, 

DDOT has recently become far more supportive of communities that take on this task 

and request gateway signs. 

 

Discussions with residents of Irving Street, as well as the greater community, indicate that there 

is no clear understanding of which neighborhood the southeast corner of Irving Street and 

Georgia Avenue belongs to. One can find community members that identify with each of the 

names on the current sign. Furthermore, the District Government has long refrained from 

providing guidance in this area.  

 

Because of the absence of well defined official neighborhood boundaries within the District of 

Columbia, this Committee has been tasked with examining relevant documents to provide 

guidance to both the ANC 1A and community in all issues where knowledge of neighborhood 

identification is required. 
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II. Review of Documentary Sources 

 

Documentation of District neighborhood boundaries is difficult at best. Due to the District’s 

fragmented history, little to no official interest existed in maintaining neighborhood 

boundaries. Yet it is precisely because of Congress’ decision to rule the city directly that 

neighborhoods organized with civic groups to lobby Congress for community improvements. 

What documentation remains is thusly found in local newspapers, archives, library vertical 

files, and period community publications. 

 

Unreliable Sources 

 

Two sources that residents frequently turn to for help in determining which neighborhood 

they live in are the DC Real Property Assessment Database 

(https://www.taxpayerservicecenter.com/RP_Search.jsp?search_type=Assessment) and 

their property’s deeds. Neither of these sources are reliable for this purpose and therefore 

cannot be considered authoritative.  

 

In both instances, these documents were created to serve the bureaucratic need of 

tracking land ownership and assessing taxes. Therefore they are only as detailed as they 

need to be for those purposes. In examining these two sources, the following two 

obstacles become readily evident. 

 

1. The DC Real Property Assessment Database does not contain listings for all 

neighborhoods. No fewer than 129 distinct neighborhoods exist in the District, yet 

only 72 are represented in the database. Among those are listings for “Mall,” “Old 

City I,” Old City II,” and “Rail Road Tracks.” This makes it clear that the 

database is primarily for tax administration and not neighborhood identification. 

2. Property Deeds are particularly misleading. Often times they reflect names of a 

subdivision rather than a neighborhood. Where neighborhood names are included, 

examples are frequently found where the neighborhood listed is inaccurate. To 

cite two examples, Pleasant Plains can be found on deeds for property in the 3600 

block of Park Place and LeDroit Park is frequently found on deeds for property in 

Bloomingdale. More importantly for this report is the understanding that the 

District government decided to use the name “Pleasant Plains” for the entire area 

of the original Holmead estate and nearby areas in 1918. This is often confused as 

a neighborhood designation but is a semi-formal name for the section of town and 

not a neighborhood in and of itself.  

 

Primary Sources 

 

A scant few primary sources have been located which offer guidance on the boundaries 

of  ANC 1A’s neighborhoods. They include: 

 

 $400,000 in Budget Urged for School, Brightwood Citizens Request Fund for 

Business High; Bancroft Rally Held, Pleasant Plains Meets. The Washington Post, 

Nov. 10, 1928, p. 20. (DCPL) 
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 Columbia Heights Citizens’ Association. A statement of some of the advantages of 

beautiful Columbia Heights : a neighborhood of homes, Washington, D.C., The 

Association, 1904. Available at: 

http://www.archive.org/details/statementofsomeo00colu (LOC) 

 Constitution and By-Laws of the Park View Citizens’ Association and Names and 

Addresses of Members. Washington, D.C., Judd & Detweiler, 1917. (HSWDC) 

 Gray, C. Harold. “Washington, the Planned City, Is Really a Collection of Old 

Villages”, The Washington Post, May 30, 1937, p. B5. (DCPL) 

 Park View Citizens’ Association. Park View News. v.1, no. 1, April 6, 1916. 

(HSWDC) 

 Walker, Fred S. Directory and History of Park View. Washington, Park View 

Citizens’ Association, 1921. (HSWDC) 

 

Collections: 

LOC – Library of Congress 

HSWDC – Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 

DCPL – DC Public Library 

 

Secondary Sources  

 

In addition to primary sources, the following useful secondary sources exist. 

 

 Boese, Kent C., with Lauri Hafvenstein. Park View. Charleston, S.C., Arcadia, 

2011. 

 Cultural Tourism DC, Cultural Convergence: Columbia Heights Heritage Trail. 

Washington, D.C. Cultural Tourism DC, 2009. 

 D.C. Federation of Civic Associations. Pleasant Plains Civic Association, 

[description of area location, posted on Federation Web site], Viewed July 10, 

2011. Available at: http://www.dcfca.org/associations/pleasant_plains.html 

 Kraft, Brian. “Columbia Heights : Passageway for Urban Change”, In: Smith, 

Kathryn Schneider, ed. Washington At Home, 2
nd

 ed. 2010. 

 Pleasant Plains DC [Google site], viewed July 10, 2011. Available at: 

http://sites.google.com/site/pleasantplainsdc/ 

 Siegal, Ann Cameron. "The District's Overlooked 'Bull's Eye'", The Washington 

Post, Oct. 17, 2009. p. 1F.  

 Siegal, Ann Cameron. "Park View Neighborhood in District is Pleasantly 

Walkable", The Washington Post, May 1, 2010. p. 1F 

 

III. Research Findings and Implications 

 

In examining all primary and secondary sources, it is clear that the area in need of 

clarification exists between Spring Road/New Hampshire Avenue to the north, The 

Armed Forced Retirement Home/Howard University to the east, Florida Avenue to the 

South, and Sixteenth Street to the west. Where confusion primarily exists is between 

Sherman Avenue and Georgia Avenue between Park Road and Florida Avenue, although 

http://www.archive.org/details/statementofsomeo00colu
http://www.dcfca.org/associations/pleasant_plains.html
http://sites.google.com/site/pleasantplainsdc/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/04/30/AR2010043000029.html/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/04/30/AR2010043000029.html/
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some sources suggest that territory further west may also be in question. Below are 

descriptions of neighborhood borders as supported by existing documentation. 

 

Columbia Heights 

 

Among the early descriptions of Columbia Heights is that found in the 1904 A 

statement of some of the advantages of beautiful Columbia Heights : a 

neighborhood of homes. It is also this description that Brian Kraft largely bases 

his description of the neighborhood on in his contribution to Washington At 

Home. The description is as follows.  

 

Territory of the Columbia Heights Citizens’ Association. 

This territory extends from Florida Avenue on the south to Spring Road on 

the north, and from Brightwood Avenue (Seventh Street) on the east to 

Fifteenth Street on the west. The territory is composed of a number of 

subdivisions, whose names, dates of establishment and relative locations 

may be of interest here. (p. 5). 

 

The text continues describing various subdivisions within Columbia Heights and 

their dates of establishment, including one for Pleasant Plains, which states: 

 

The other subdivisions lie west of Fourteenth Street, and, in the order of 

their location north from Florida Avenue, are as follows: South Grounds 

of Columbian College, laid out in December, 1867; University Park, April 

23, 1884; North Grounds of Columbian College, March 11, 1882; and 

John Sherman's Subdivision of Mount Pleasant and Pleasant Plains, 

February 6, 1868. 

 

Referring to the 1879 Hopkins real estate map helps clarify the location of the 

Pleasant Plains subdivision. According to the map the subdivision was located 

north of Florida Avenue, South of Park Road, and between Fourteenth Street and 

Sherman Avenue. It is important to point out here that this subdivision was not 

considered a neighborhood in its own right and that much of the territory between 

Sherman and Georgia Avenues was as yet undeveloped in 1904 when the 

Citizens’ Association released their publication. 

 

Park View 

 

The earliest know description of the borders for Park View is found in the first 

issue of the Park View News (1916). All known subsequent descriptions of the 

neighborhood agree with those published in 1916. The most clearly stated 

description comes from the 1917 Constitution and By-Laws of the Park View 

Citizens’ Association and is provided below. 

 

… bounded as follows: By the south side of Gresham Street on the south, 

Rock Creek Church Road on the north, Soldiers’ Home grounds on the 
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east, and both sides of Georgia Avenue from Gresham Street to Park 

Road; thence west to both sides of Park Road to New Hampshire Avenue; 

thence north on the west side of New Hampshire Avenue to Rock Creek 

Church Road.  

 

This territory conflicts with those listed by the Columbia Heights Citizens’ 

Association in 1904 by only two blocks between Georgia and New Hampshire north 

of Park Road to Spring Road. The subsequent inclusion of this territory within Park 

View’s borders suggests that there was agreement between the two communities on 

this change once the land was developed and in active use. 

 

Pleasant Plains 

 

The name Pleasant Plains is particularly problematic. The name was first used by the 

Holmead family for their estate, “Pleasant Plains.” The Holmead property stretched 

from today’s Spring Road to Columbia Road, and from Georgia Avenue to 

Rock Creek.  

 

The name has since been used for subdivisions within Columbia Heights, 

administratively by the District government, by an area civic association, and by the 

neighborhood in question. The term is applied most broadly by the Pleasant Plains 

Civic Association which was established in 1921. According to the civic group its 

current boundaries are: 

 

North: Park Road, NW  

South: College Street, Barry Place, Florida Avenue, NW  

East: Soldiers Home, Water [SIC] Street, 4th Street, NW  

West: 16th Street, NW 

 

It is unknown if these borders represent the borders of the organization in 1921, but 

presuming they did it is important to explain why their broad territory would not have 

been considered a territorial conflict in 1921. While the Pleasant Plains Civic 

Association borders overlay both the Park View Citizens’ Association and the 

Columbia Heights Citizens’ Association borders, each of these groups represented 

different communities that otherwise would not have been represented. Mirroring 

Washington’s segregated neighborhoods; community groups were likewise 

segregated with Civic organizaitons representing Black residents and Citizens’ 

organizations representing White residents. In this regard the Pleasant Plains Civic 

Association provided a valuable and essential voice for residents that otherwise 

would not have been represented in civic affairs. In this regard, the Pleasant Plains 

Civic Association represents a much broader community than it does a neighborhood. 

 

The borders of the Pleasant Plains neighborhood according to the Pleasant Plains DC 

Google site are: 
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The Pleasant Plains neighborhood boundaries are from Florida Ave. on the 

south, Spring Rd. on the north, Georgia Ave. on the east and 14th St. on the 

west. 

 

This description agrees with other sources that the neighborhood does not extend east 

of Georgia, but seems to embrace the general boundaries of the Holmead estate and 

extend them south to Florida.  

 

Ann Cameron Siegal’s article "The District's Overlooked 'Bull's Eye'” (2009) lists the 

neighborhood’s borders as “Park Road NW to the north, the south - Florida Avenue, 

east - Warder and Sixth Streets, and west - Sherman Avenue NW. The Civic 

Association recognizes additional area to the west - to 14th Street.” In a follow up 

article on Park View in 2010 she revises her boundaries by including the area 

between Warder Street and Georgia Avenue as belonging to Park View. In speaking 

with Siegal, it was clear that she used the boundaries of the Pleasant Plains Civic 

Association as a starting point, and then readjusted them accordingly. At the time she 

wrote the article on Pleasant Plains she was unfamiliar with the Park View 

neighborhood. 

 

The three most helpful pieces of evidence providing clarity on the boundaries of 

Pleasant Plains are two articles from The Washington Post and a basic observation of 

area architecture. Taking into account that Washington neighborhoods were originally 

developed to serve various communities or attract buyers, one need only walk down 

streets such as Kenyon and Irving to get a sense of the houses that were built there. 

There is a noticeable change in the architectural style as one heads west from Georgia 

Avenue. The architectural character changes again on these blocks between Sherman 

Avenue and Eleventh Street. This indicates the eastern and western extend of the 

Pleasant Plains neighborhood. 

 

Supporting the architectural observation is the article “$400,000 in Budget Urged for 

School,” (1928) in which the Pleasant Plains Civic Association is reported as 

appealing to the District Commissioners for better lighting on Kenyon and Irving 

Streets between Eleventh Street and Georgia Avenue. In the several articles found in 

period newspapers the association is frequently described as meeting in the Bruce or 

Monroe Schools showing a strong association with those locations, but the article 

cited above is a rare example where territorial extent is suggested.  

 

One reference was found in period newspapers for the Pleasant Plains neighborhood, 

though the neighborhood was not discussed in the article itself. That is a map that 

accompanied the Washington Post article “Washington, the Planned City, Is Really a 

Collection of Old Villages” (1937) (See Appendix A). While this map is not without 

issues, it does provide a graphic representation that matches descriptions of Park 

View and Columbia Heights and greatly assists in placing these neighborhoods in 

context with that of Pleasant Plains.  
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IV. Conclusions 

 

After reviewing existing documentation relevant to the boundaries of neighborhoods 

within ANC 1A, it is the opinion of the Committee Chair that the boundaries as 

presented on the 1937 Washington Post map are accurate and should be considered 

authoritative. Therefore, the boundaries of the Pleasant Plains neighborhood are 

Georgia Avenue to the east, midway between Sherman Avenue and Eleventh Street 

on the west, Park Road to the north, and Florida to the south. To the east of Pleasant 

Plains is the Park View neighborhood and to the west is Columbia Heights. North of 

Park Road, New Hampshire Avenue divides Park View and Columbia Heights. 

Furthermore, both sides of Georgia Avenue between Gresham Place and Park Road 

have a strong historical association with the Park View community. Any development 

that touches upon community identity along this section of Georgia Avenue should be 

reviewed by ANC 1A on a case by case basis with the goal of being as accurate as 

possible. 
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Appendix A: 1937 Neighborhood Map 

 
(From: Gray, C. Harold. Washington, the Planned City, Is Really a Collection of Old 

Villages, The Washington Post, May 30, 1937, p. B5.) 
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Appendix B: Position on Neighborhood Gateway Signs 

 

It is the opinion of the Committee Chair that neighborhood gateway signs are a benefit to our 

community and should receive ANC 1A’s overall support.  However, all signage within the 

community should both have meaning to the community and relate to the site and neighborhood 

where the sign is located.  

 

Regarding the section of Georgia Avenue between the ANC’s southern boundary and Park Road, 

when signs are located at intersections with east-bound traffic they should be located on the 

southeast corner of the intersection. Text on these signs would appropriately be one of the 

following: 

 

1. Park View 

2. Entering Park View // Leaving Pleasant Plains 

 

Signs on west-bound streets crossing Georgia Avenue should have signs located on the 

northwest corner of the intersection. Text on these signs would appropriately be one of the 

following: 

 

1. Pleasant Plains 

2. Entering Pleasant Plains // Leaving Park View 

 

Alternatively, residents may choose to eschew neighborhood identification entirely and choose 

text welcoming visitors to their section of the community by selecting a phrase that accurately 

conveys their sentiments. One such example would be “Welcome to Keefer Place.” 

 

Residents seeking neighborhood gateway signs need to have a broad based plan and a 

community-wide vision. While any design may be appropriate for a single location, it is 

reasonable to presume that over time a neighborhood may have multiple gateway signs. Should 

each of them be unique, no matter how substantial they are, the community will appear 

unplanned and cluttered. It is therefore desired that a plan be chosen that can be adopted in the 

future for other locations throughout the neighborhood harmoniously.  
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Appendix B: Screen Shots of Pleasant Plains DC & Pleasant Plains Civic Association 

Online Border Descriptions 

 

 
(Viewed July 10, 2011) 
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