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After careful consideration, the Historic Preservation Office recommends that the Board 

designate Park View Christian Church, known more recently as Trinity A.M.E. Zion Church 

(and Greater Mount Calvary Holy Church and New Commandment Baptist Church) and located 

at 625 Park Road NW, a historic landmark to be entered into the D.C. Inventory of Historic 

Sites.  HPO further recommends that the Board request the State Historic Preservation Officer 

forward the nomination for listing in the National Register of Historic Places as of local 

significance, with a period of significance of 1905 to 1983.  

 

The property merits designation under National Register Criterion A and District of Columbia 

designation Criterion B because it is “associated with historical periods, social movements, groups, 

institutions, achievements, or patterns of growth and change that contributed significantly to the 

heritage, culture or development of the District of Columbia,” specifically for its being the first 

church in Park View, for its association with the founding and early years of the Park Citizens’ 

Association, and for its association with the beginning of the federal Head Start program. 

 

Background 

The origins of the Park View Christian Church lie in a multi-denominational Sunday school that 

was established for the instruction of children in this formerly rural section of the District.  Area 

residents organized as the “Whitney Avenue Union Mission Association” and purchased a 50-

foot-wide lot on the eponymous avenue, now known as Park Road.  The Sunday school, a 

subsequent sewing circle, and other groups met in the brick chapel the association built in 1877.   

 

Twenty-two years later, as the neighborhood began to urbanize, the Mission Association 

concluded that it should expand its mission to hold regular services for adults, but recognized 

that the chapel would have to be placed under the aegis of a single denomination, rather than an 

interdenominational board of laymen.  They decided that the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ), whose name signaled its interest in Christian (i.e., Protestant) unity, would take over the 

chapel, and it was thus renamed the Whitney Avenue Christian Church, still the only religious 

building in the new Park View subdivision. 

 

With the residential growth of the neighborhood, the old chapel was soon too small to serve the 

congregation, and in 1905 the members constructed Kimmel Memorial Hall, named for the first  
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Above: A 1903 Baist real estate map detail showing the original Whitney Avenue chapel—and 

the residences filling in the surrounding neighborhood. 

Below: Four years later, the newly constructed Kimmel Hall stands behind, attached to the 

chapel. 
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A 1928 Sanborn insurance map showing the church and surrounding properties. 

 

 

pastor, as a rear addition.  Kimmel Hall served as Sunday school, gymnasium, drill hall, and 

meeting room. 

 

With the construction of Kimmel Hall, the church became more a community gathering place 

than ever.  In early 1908, residents and property owners met there to form a citizens’ association 

to lobby the District Commissioners for neighborhood improvements.  The inaugural meeting 

was chaired by church’s pastor, Rev. Walter H. Smith, and 31 residents joined and elected a five-

member board.  The Park View Citizens’ Association’s boundaries were Georgia Avenue, Rock 

Creek Church Road, Harvard Street and the Soldiers’ Home.  The association continued to meet 

in the church for eight years, over that time securing for that section extensive road and sidewalk 

paving, police call boxes, the undergrounding of telephone lines, better refuse and streetcar 

services, and ultimately, its own elementary school.  With the construction of the now-

landmarked Park View School in 1916, the Citizens’ Association moved its meetings there.     

 

In 1920, the church’s congregation again decided to expand and modernize, demolishing the 

1877 chapel and adding to the rear of the 1905 Kimmel Hall.  The spaces were united by the 

complete renovation of the interior and exterior, the latter finished in a variegated light-brown 

brick with a short, crenelated tower and stepped gable, quoins, and semicircular- and Gothic-

arched openings.  The placement of the original chapel, which was demolished after the new 

construction was completed, accounts for the deep setback of the present edifice.  

 

Park View Christian Church relocated to Eastern Avenue in Shepherd Park in 1945 and sold the 

property to Trinity A.M.E. Zion Church.  In addition to being an old congregation and a 
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representative of one of the oldest African-American denominations, Trinity was the site of an 

important experiment in the War on Poverty, a pilot of a Great Society program that is still with 

us.  Project Head Start, a child-development program for disadvantaged preschool children, 

officially began in the summer of 1965, but was not approved by Congress as a year-round 

program until the following year.  Yet, in the autumn of 1964, the concepts that would be 

employed in Head Start were tested on a limited, local basis.  The 1964 Economic Opportunity 

Act had established a Community Action Program that worked through designated, local 

“community action agencies.”  The District of Columbia’s community action agency, the United 

Planning Organization, launched an experimental model-preschool program in the Cardozo area, 

with the cooperation of the public schools.  But the program was also instituted at five churches, 

including Trinity A.M.E., which was located across the street from the relatively new Park 

Morton public housing project.  Trinity’s childcare center would be considered the model for all 

of the District’s Head Start centers.  At the time of the nationwide roll-out of Head Start in 

summer 1965, Lady Bird Johnson visited Trinity to witness the program at work.    

 

Evaluation 

The present parcel on which the church sits is larger than its original lot.  Yet the landmark 

nomination reasonably proposes to designate only the building and the extent of its original 50-

foot-wide lot.
1
  

 

The historic integrity of the church exterior is high.  The building retains its 1920 appearance, 

except for the replacement of the doors and a few windows, and the loss of the eight unusual 

pinnacles from the façade.  The modesty of the building, the proportions of its façade, the 

pinnacles, and the fanlights over double-ganged, Gothic, stained-glass windows give the church 

an interesting, almost folk-art quality.  The architect of record was a young Army engineer and 

inventor, Orie L. Beardsley, a resident of Park Place and a member of the Park View 

congregation.  The nomination does not propose to designate the interior, for which demolition 

permits have been issued.
2
   

 

At least with the documentation available, the particulars of the building’s architecture and of its 

association with several congregations and denominations are of secondary significance 

compared to its roles as the first church within the Park View subdivision and as the first meeting 

place of the Park View Citizens’ Association.  The latter represent important aspects of the 

development of the neighborhood and thus, of the city.  

 

The proposed period of significance begins with the 1905 construction of Kimmel Memorial 

Hall—incorporated into the expanded church in 1920—and ends with the move of Trinity 

A.M.E. to 16
th

 Street in 1983.  While the 1920 expansion must have radically changed the 

character of the building, it makes sense to acknowledge the evolution of the building and its 

earlier use as a community gathering space and thus, to accept the 1905 date.  While several 

dates might reasonably contend for a logical terminal date, 1983 encompasses the period of 

Trinity’s tenure, including its participation in providing a head start to Head Start. 

 

                                                 
1
 This leaves open the question of how the larger, present record lot might be subdivided or developed relative to the 

church, especially as the church did not have side yards that comply with the present zoning regulations. 
2
 The property has recently been purchased with the intention of redevelopment.  The building would presumably be 

rehabilitated for residential use. 


